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As environmental concerns mount and consumers and companies 

seek to minimize their impact on the planet, new opportunities and 

risks arise for product manufacturers. Manufacturers are inventing 

new products using cutting-edge technologies. Consumers are

becoming nervous about the use of chemicals in products. The 

government is involving itself by more heavily regulating a variety 

of areas, including product labeling. This program will highlight 

emerging issues in product liability law associated with increasing 

environmental awareness and health concerns. The green movement

will impact everybody’s product liability practice and this seminar

presents opportunities to help our clients navigate the new terrain. 

Amanda M. Cialkowski 

Program Chair

John P. Freedenberg

Committee Chair

John F. Kuppens

Committee Vice Chair

Jack Laffey

Law Institute

What You Will Learn

 

to new regulations regarding “green” 

products

 Litigation arising from the use of 

phthalates and nano materials

 New claims emerging from the use 

of “green” building materials

 Preemption in the area of product

liability 

 How to meet new sustainability 

standards

 What new “green” regulatory 

standards are being considered in 

Europe and America

 New rules enacted by the Consumer

Products Safety Commission

 How to navigate the ethical

requirements posed by e-discovery 
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TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2009

6:00 p.m. Registration

6:00 p.m. Networking Reception

Sponsored by Hiltgen & Brewer PC

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2009

Boarding Pass Kiosk

Sponsored by Balch & Bingham LLP

Cappuccino Bar

Sponsored by DLA Piper

Internet Café 
Sponsored by Goodwin Procter LLP

Relaxation Station in Exhibit Showcase

Sponsored by Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek SC

7:00 a.m. Registration 

7:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast

Sponsored by Sedgwick Detert Moran & Arnold LLP

7:00 a.m. First-Time Attendees Breakfast

8:15 a.m. Welcome and Introduction

Jack Laffey, yy Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek SC, Milwaukee, CC
Wisconsin

John P. Freedenberg, Goldberg Segalla LLP, Buffalo, PP
New York

Amanda M. Cialkowski, Halleland Lewis Nilan & 
Johnson PA, Minneapolis, Minnesota

8:15 a.m. Young Lawyers Breakout (See schedule on page 9.)

8:30 a.m. The Grass Is Not Always Greener on the Other Side

What is environmentally friendly to one group may be toxic

to another. Even products designed to help the environment–

such as emission-reduced fuels, non-ozone depleting refriger-rr

ants, and wind and solar power systems–have a dark side. As

major companies reconfigure their products, procurement 

practices and stores to meet new sustainability standards, they 

are encountering unexpected problems. Learn how advanced 

planning can help.

Beth S. Dorris, Best Best & Krieger LLP, Los Angeles,PP
California

Fulton “Tony” Gale, FAIA, Starbucks Coffee Company,
Seattle, Washington

9:15 a.m. The Future Is Green: A Panel Discussion on the Emerging 

Legal and Regulatory Landscape in the U.S. and E.U.

The speakers will discuss the existing and proposed legal and

regulatory framework that will shape product design and 

manufacturing for the next two to three decades, as well as 

how to use the available and emerging science to better protect 

and benefit manufacturers and designers moving forward.

Moderator
Thomas C. Regan, LeClairRyan, Newark, New Jersey

Panel
David T. Buente, Jr., Sidley Austin LLP, Washington, D.C.PP
Rod Freeman, Lovells LLP, London, EnglandPP
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10:00 a.m. Refreshment Break in Exhibit Showcase

Sponsored by ALFA International

10:15 a.m.  Greenwashing: What Manufacturers Need to Know 

about Their Environmental Product Representations

The new FTC guidelines for “green” representations in

product labeling and advertising will be discussed. Learn

about limits and exposures confronting manufacturers 

under the guidelines and examine how misleading environ-

mental benefit claims may create additional liability under 

already existing statutes and common law theories.

Allison A. Davis, Davis Wright Tremaine LLP, PP
San Francisco, California

James A. Kohm, Federal Trade Commission, Washington, D.C.

11:00 a.m. Hot Topics Regarding the Consumer Product 

Safety Improvement Act and Related State Laws 

This segment will focus on the cutting-edge issues with respect 

to the new CPSIA, new state product liability acts and Cali-

fornia Proposition 65. New rules, regulations and decisions

by the CPSC on phthalates, lead, testing and certification, 

tracking labels and other pressing topics for manufacturers, 

importers, private labelers, distributers and retailers will be 

discussed.  Mr. Wolensky will review the latest consumer 

product legislation and Mr. Cove will outline how the sport-tt

ing goods industry is responding to the changes in the law.

Tom Cove, Sporting Goods Manufacturers Association, 
Washington, D.C.

Gary A. Wolensky, yy Snell & Wilmer LLP, Costa Mesa, PP
California

11:45 a.m. Lunch (on your own) 

1:15 p.m. Nano-Size Me: Responsible Development of 

Nanomaterials 
Dr. Mowat will discuss exposure assessments of nanomaterials

in the occupational setting, in consumer products, and in

the environment, with particular focus on metal oxides and

carbon nanotubes. Mr. Medley will present a corporate view 

on the potential for nano particles, DuPont’s responsible

development framework concerning nanomaterials, and 

how corporations may evaluate potential benefits and 

exposure issues associated with nano-based products.

Terry L. Medley, y DuPont, Wilmington, Delaware

Fionna S. Mowat, Ph.D., Exponent, Menlo Park, Californiatt

2:00 p.m. Green Acres Is the Place to Be: Will “Green Buildings” 

Be Fertile Ground for Novel Theories of Liability 

against Building Product Manufacturers and 

Building Developers? 

The panel will examine whether the incorporation of build-

ing products into a “green” building puts product manu-

facturers at risk for personal injury and commercial claims 

if the building fails to achieve or sustain the performance 

criteria required under LEED certification standards.
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They will also discuss whether promotion of “green build-

ings” as “healthy buildings” could redefine the building as 

a “product,” opening the door to assertions of traditional

product liability theories such as breach of warranty and 

strict liability against building developers.

Moderator
T. Sky Woodward, Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice PLLC,CC
Baltimore, Maryland

Panel
Lindene Patton, Zurich Financial Services, New York,

New York

Jonathan T. Rodriguez, Sedgwick Detert Moran 
& Arnold LLP, San Francisco, CaliforniaPP

2:45 p.m. Formaldehyde: Distinguishing Facts from Hype

This presentation covers formaldehyde, the everyday 

products that contain it, applicable regulatory standards,

and strategies for defending legal claims.

James T. Holden, Coachmen Industries Inc., Middlebury,

Indiana

John F. Kuppens, Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP,PP
Columbia, South Carolina

3:30 p.m. Refreshment Break in Exhibit Showcase

Sponsored by ALFA International

3:45 p.m. Specialized Litigation Workshops

(See pages 10-11 for session descriptions.)
Automotive
Consumer Goods and Office Equipment
Electronic Discovery
Food Law
Hand and Power Tools
Mass Torts and Class Actions

6:00 p.m. Networking Reception

Sponsored by Sherman Taff Bangert Thomas & 
Coronado PC and Halleland Lewis Nilan & Johnson PA

THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2009

Boarding Pass Kiosk

Sponsored by Balch & Bingham LLP

Cappuccino Bar 

Sponsored by Morison Ansa Holden Assuncao & Prough LLP

Internet Café 

Sponsored by Goodwin Procter LLP

Relaxation Station in Exhibit Showcase

Sponsored by Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek SC

7:00 a.m. Registration 

7:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast

Sponsored by Morison Ansa Holden Assuncao & Prough LLP

7:00 a.m. Corporate Breakfast (by invitation only)

8:15 a.m. Welcome and Introduction

John F. Kuppens, Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP,PP
Columbia, South Carolina

Amanda M. Cialkowski, Halleland Lewis Nilan &
Johnson PA, Minneapolis, Minnesota
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8:30 a.m. Keynote Address

W. Davis Smith, Sempra Energy, San Diego, California

9:15 a.m. Sophisticated User Defense

Learn about the new California decision and similar rulings

throughout the county. The panel will also discuss what should 

happen when you have a sophisticated or knowledgeable user 

or when the product is built to the buyer’s specifications.

The Honorable Ming W. Chin, Supreme Court of California,

San Francisco, California

Saul Wilensky, yy Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP,PP
New York, New York 

10:00 a.m. Refreshment Break in Exhibit Showcase

Sponsored by ALFA International

10:15 a.m.  Dealing with the New CPSC in the Globalized 

Economy

This presentation addresses the pitfalls that manufacturers 

face doing business abroad in a highly regulated global 

economy. Learn how to harness the media when highly 

publicized recalls prove to be necessary.

Neil A. Goldberg, Goldberg Segalla LLP, Buffalo, New YorkPP
Mick Monahan, Mattel Inc., El Segundo, California

11:00 a.m. Spying on the Enemy: What Real Trial Lawyers Are Doing 

to Defeat the Latest Strategies of the Plaintiffs’ Bar

Two seasoned trial lawyers will discuss the most recent strate-

gies the plaintiffs’ bar is using in major product liability liti-

gation and how to overcome them. The discussion will include

plaintiffs’ aggressive pursuit of spoliation claims, the use of 

existing (and settled) litigation involving the company and

the product, the Internet and its impact on the plaintiffs’

ability to bring new cases, and how to succeed as a defen-

dant, even in plaintiff-friendly territory.

The Honorable Barry W. Ford, Baker Donelson Bearman 
Caldwell & Berkowitz PC, Jackson, MississippiCC
Tiffanee Wade-Henderson, International Paper Company,
Memphis, Tennessee

11:45 a.m. Women’s Networking Luncheon ($40 fee, check box on
registration form)

Sponsored by Alston & Bird LLP

1:15 p.m.  Preemption in Product Liability Law

In recent years, the Supreme Court has handed down a number

of major rulings concerning preemption, including in the prod-

uct liability area. What has the Supreme Court done, how has it

changed the law, and what will it mean for your practice?

Erwin Chemerinsky, yy University of California, Irvine School
of Law, Irvine, California

2:00 p.m. Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo, Violet: 

Full Spectrum of Recent Product Decisions

This session will highlight recent decisions and trends from 

across the country, providing the critical updates you need 

for your practice in an entertaining format.

Cynthia P. Arends, Halleland Lewis Nilan & Johnson PA,

Minneapolis, Minnesota

R. Craig Mayfield, Hill Ward Henderson, Tampa, Florida
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2:45 p.m. Things that Go Bump in the Night: What Haunts In-

House Counsel? 

Wonder what keeps in-house counsel up at night? Come to this

informative session to find out.

Moderator
John P. Noyes, Adorno & Yoss LLP, Fort Lauderdale, FloridaPP
Panel
Terrance W. Gainer, Jr., McDonald’s Corporation,

Oak Brook, Illinois

Lauren Lacey,yy The Hershey Company, Hershey, Pennsylvania

Shayon T. Smith, Steelcase Inc., Grand Rapids, Michigan

3:30 p.m.  Refreshment Break in Exhibit Showcase

Sponsored by ALFA International

3:45 p.m. Specialized Litigation Workshops

(See pages 11-13 for session descriptions.)
Biomechanics and Injury Causation
Building Products
Chemical and Toxic Torts
Children’s Products
International Legal Issues
Manufacturers’ Risk Prevention
Scaffolds, Cranes and Aerial Devices 

6:00 p.m. Networking Reception

Sponsored by Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough LLP
and Woodward Hobson & Fulton LLP

FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 2009

Boarding Pass Kiosk

Sponsored by Balch & Bingham LLP

Cappuccino Bar 

Sponsored by Butler Snow O’Mara Stevens &
Cannada PLLC

Internet Café 

Sponsored by Goodwin Procter LLP

Relaxation Station in Exhibit Showcase

Sponsored by Whyte Hirschboeck Dudek SC

7:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast

Sponsored by Frost Brown Todd LLC

7:00 a.m. Minority Lawyers Networking Breakfast

8:00 a.m. Announcements

John P. Freedenberg, Goldberg Segalla LLP,PP
Buffalo, New York

8:15 a.m. Specialized Litigation Workshops

(See pages 14-15)
Agricultural/Construction/Mining/Industrial Equipment
Aviation and Aerospace
Fire and Casualty
Product Licensing
Recreational Products
Trial Techniques and Technology
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10:15 a.m. Refreshment Break

Sponsored by Crivello Carlson SC

10:30 a.m. Ethics in an Age of E-Discovery

Recent rulings by federal and state judges have raised 

the stakes for the proper handling and supervision of 

electronically stored discovery by corporations, their

in-house attorneys and outside counsel at all phases of the

litigation process.  Counsel must be prepared to answer 

questions like these for their client: When is the duty to

preserve electronically stored information triggered? 

What must be preserved? How must counsel discharge

their role in the process of preserving and collecting 

responsive documents in a manner consistent with 

counsel’s ethical responsibilities to their client, the court, 

and the opposing party?

Moderator
Daniel E. Eaton, Seltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek,

San Diego, California

Panel
The Honorable Peter W. Bowie, United States 
Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of California, 

San Diego, California

Wendy Patrick Mazzarella, San Diego County District 
Attorney’s Office, San Diego, California

The Honorable Magistrate Judge Leo S. Papas, United 
States District Court for the Southern District of California, 

San Diego, California

Ellen R. Peck, Peck Law Firm, Escondido, California 

12:30 p.m. Adjourn

12:30 p.m. Product Liability Committee Meeting (open to all)

DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION IN DRI: A STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLE

DRI is the largest international membership 
organization of attorneys defending the interests 
of business and individuals in civil litigation. 
Diversity is a core value at DRI. Indeed, 
diversity is fundamental to the success of the 

organization, and we seek out and embrace the innumerable benefits 
and contributions that the perspectives, backgrounds, cultures, 
and life experiences a diverse membership provides. Inclusiveness 
is the chief means to increase the diversity of DRI’s membership 
and leadership positions. DRI’s members and potential leaders are 
often also members and leaders of other defense organizations. 
Accordingly, DRI encourages all national, state, and local defense 
organizations to promote diversity and inclusion in their member-
ship and leadership.

8
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2009

8:15 a.m. Welcome and Introduction

Michael L. Reitzell, Duane Morris LLP,  
Lake Tahoe, California

Victoria Davis Lockard, Alston & Bird LLP,
Atlanta, Georgia

Julie C. Smith, Smith Rolfes & Skavdahl Co.,  
Cincinnati, Ohio

8:20 a.m. What’s in the Numbers? Effective Use and Cross 

Examination of Life Care Planners and Vocational 

Economic Experts in Product Liability Litigation

Hope T. Cannon, Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP, PP
Birmingham, Alabama 

8:45 a.m. Bam! Cooking Up Discovery Recipes for a Successful 

Motion for Summary Judgment

Mark T. Cumba, Wilson Petty Kosmo & Turner LLP, PP
San Diego, California

9:10 a.m. Challenges and Opportunities for Defending 

Products from China

Joshua S. DeCristo, Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt,
Portland, Oregon

9:35 a.m. Proper Site Inspections: How to Avoid a Wildfire of 

Controversy 

Clinton F. Fletcher, Nelson Mullins Riley &  
Scarborough LLP, Atlanta, GeorgiaPP

10:00 a.m. Refreshment Break

Sponsored by  ALFA International

10:15 a.m. Don’t Mock Me: An Associate’s Guidebook to 

Managing Mock Jury Trials 

Christopher C. Land, DLA Piper, New York, New Yorkrr

10:40 a.m. Avoiding the Waiver of Privilege with ESI

Emily Turner Landry, y Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell 
& Berkowitz PC, Memphis, TennesseeCC

11:05 a.m. Just Do It Our Way: Holding International 

Product Partners to Standards without Destroying 

the Deal

Jennifer Yruegas, Nike Inc., Beaverton, Oregon 

11:30 a.m. The Tsunami Effect: Effective Expert Cross 

Examination 

Michael J. Sepanik, Carr Maloney PC, Washington, D.C.CC

11:55 a.m. Adjourn 
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WEDNESDAY APRIL 15, 2009 
3:45-5:45 P.M. 

History has shown that some of our best CLE programs have been presenta-

tions of the Specialized Litigation Groups during individual breakout sessions.

SLG programs are open to all attendees and offer focused presentations on 

specialized areas of products law.  The small group format facilitates interac-

tion with the country’s leading practitioners in your areas of interest—and 

you get CLE credit too!

Automotive 
Chair
Robert Shields, Wilson Petty Kosmo & Turner LLP, San Diego, CaliforniaPP
Vice Chair
Roman Lifson, Christian & Barton LLP, Richmond, Virginia

So You Think You’re Smarter than a Juror?  The Not-So-Trivial 
Pursuit of Expert Witness Issues
Kurt W. Meaders, Sedgwick Detert Moran & Arnold LLP, Dallas, TexasPP
Jeffrey A. Curran, McGivern Gilliard & Curthoys, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Litigation Testing - How the Failure to Prepare for a DAUBERT 
Challenge Can Sink Your Case
Philippa V. Ellis, Owen Gleaton Egan Jones & Sweeney LLP, Atlanta, GeorgiaPP
David M. Rogers, Campbell Campbell Edwards & Conroy PC, CC Boston, 
Massachusetts

Consumer Goods and Office Equipment 
Chair
James W. Ozog, Weidner & McAuliffe Ltd., Chicago, Illinoisdd
Vice Chair
Kurt W. Meaders, Sedgwick Detert Moran & Arnold LLP, Dallas, TexasPP

Is Your Consumer Product Defective Because It’s Made Out of Plastic?
Mark J. Jung, Thompson Coe Cousins & Irons LLP, Dallas, Texas PP
Maureen T.F. Reitman, Sc.D., Exponent, Bowie, Maryland

Big Cases Come in Small Packages:  The Proliferation of Consumer 
Products Class Actions
Anthony J. Anscombe, Sedgwick Detert Moran & Arnold LLP,  Chicago, IllinoisPP

Aggressive Investigation and Denial: Case Study of a Woodburning 
Fireplace Claim
James M. Fowler, Fowler Law Group, Los Angeles, California
Paul Stegmeier, PBPP S & Associates, Faribault, Minnesota

Can You Hear Me Now? Emerging Product Liability Exposures for 
Cell Phones and Accessories
H. Michael O’Brien, Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP,PP
White Plains, New York

Electronic Discovery 
Chair
Brian A. Bender, Harris Beach PLLC, New York, New York
Vice Chair
Mariann E. Butch, Benesch Friedlander Coplan & Aronoff LLP,  Cleveland, OhioPP

It Ain’t Easy Being Green: Managing the Digital Implications of an 
Increasingly Paperless World
Gerard G. Boccuti, Wyeth Law Department, Collegeville, Pennsylvania
Amy R. Freestone, Faegre & Benson LLP, Minneapolis, MinnesotaPP
James J. Harris, Limited Brands Inc., Columbus, Ohio
David Porter, Visual Evidence, Cleveland, Ohio
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Food Law
Chair
Scott L. Haworth, Sedgwick Detert Moran & Arnold LLP, New York, New YorkPP
Vice Chair
T. Sky Woodward, Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, Baltimore, Maryland

Managing Litigation Risks Based on Low-Level Contaminants and 
Toxins in Food
Scott T. Rickman, Del Monte Foods, San Francisco, California

Defending Foodborne Illness Mass Torts
Joshua E. Swiger, Weinberg Wheeler Hudgins Gunn & Dial LLC, Atlanta,CC
Georgia

Hand and Power Tools 
Chair
William E. Vita, Westerman Ball Ederer Miller & Sharfstein LLP, Mineola,PP
New York
Vice Chair
James A. Foster, Cassiday Schade LLP, Chicago, Illinois

How to Investigate a Power Tool Accident
Wayne Hill, Techtronic Industries North America Inc., Anderson, South Carolina

Using Plaintiff’s Medical Records to Make Your Case
David B. Thorne, Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP, Kansas City, MissouriPP

Managing Power Tool Litigation: Different Approaches
James “Dart” Meadows, Balch & Bingham LLP, Atlanta, GeorgiaPP
Beth Schneider Naylor, Frost Brown Todd LLC, Cincinnati, OhioCC
Sam Terzich, ESIS, Chicago, Illinois
DeVane Tidwell, Newell Rubbermaid, Huntersville, North Carolina 

Mass Torts and Class Actions 
Chair
Jeffrey A. Holmstrand, McDermott & Bonenberger PLLC, Wheeling,CC
West Virginia
Vice Chair
Sean P. Wajert, t Dechert LLP, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Two Steps Forward, One Step Backward: An Update on Preemption 
Issues in Product Liability Litigation 
Anthony Sammons, Woodward Hobson & Fulton LLP, Lexington, Kentucky PP

Green Light for Litigation? The Legal Challenges Associated with 
“Going Green”
Joseph C. Weinstein, Squire Sanders & Dempsey LLP, Cleveland, OhioPP

Settlement Ethics in Mass Torts/Class Action Litigation
John Beisner, O’Melveny & Myers LLP, Washington, D.C. 

THURSDAY APRIL 16, 2009 
3:45-5:45 P.M. 

Biomechanics and Injury Causation 
Chair
Jill D. Jacobson, Bowman and Brooke LLP, Richmond, VirginiaPP
Vice Chair
Mark S. Granger, Morrison Mahoney LLP, Boston, Massachusetts

The CSI Effect: Understanding Occupant Kinematics and Injury 
Mechanics in Rollover Crashes
Debora Marth, Ph.D., Safety Forensics PLLC, Flat Rock, Michigan

Human Kinematics and Injury Patterns in Planar Motor Vehicle 
Collisions
Mark Sochor, M.D., M.S., Piziali & Associates, San Carlos, California
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Inflicting Pain When Discussing Injury: Effective Cross Examina-
tion of Plaintiff’s Biomechanic Expert at Trial
Sandra Giannone Ezell, Bowman and Brooke LLP, Richmond, VirginiaPP a

Building Products 
Chair
Russell B. Morgan, Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLC, Nashville, TennesseeCC
Vice Chair
James E. Weatherholtz, Buist Moore Smythe McGee PA, Charleston, 
South Carolina

Building Information Modeling: Implications in Defending  
a Building Product 
William J. Hubbard, Thompson Hine LLP, Cleveland, Ohio 

Green Building Products: What Makes a Building Product Green 
and Who Says So? 
Jack Robinson Dodson III, Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLC,  Jackson,CC
Mississippi
Walter Marlowe, Construction Specifications Institute, Alexandria, Virginia
Heather Tansey, 3M,MM St. Paul, Minnesota

Update on Class Action Fairness Act and Developments in 
 Consumer Protection Legislation
William S. Thomas, Rabbitt Pitzer & Snodgrass PC, St. Louis, MissouriCC

Chemical and Toxic Torts 
Chair
Sara M. Turner, Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz PC, CC
Birmingham, Alabama 

The ABCs of Toxic Soup: An In-Depth Look at Current Issues of 
Causation in Chemical and Toxic Torts 
Sarah L. Brew, Greene Espel PLLP, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Utilizing 21st Century Science and DNA-Based Evidence in Toxic 
Torts
Bruce S. Gillis, M.D., MPH, The Cytokine Institute, Santa Monica, California

Stealing a Baby’s Bottle:  Is Bisphenol-A Really Harmful?
Christopher P. Flanagan, Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP, PP
Boston, Massachusetts 
Maureen T. F. Reitman, Sc.D., Exponent, Bowie, Maryland

Children’s Products 
Chair
Cheryl A. Possenti, Goldberg Segalla LLP, Buffalo, New York
Vice Chair
John S. Monical, Lawrence Kamin Saunders & Uhlenhop LLC, Chicago, CC
Illinois

Anatomy of a Lead Paint Recall and Class Action Settlement
Bart T. Murphy, Ice Miller LLP, Lisle, Illinois 

Untangling the Web: Reconciling and Deciphering the New 
and Proposed State Laws Introduced in the Wake of the  
 Children’s Product Recalls  
Lynne Jones Blain, Harman Claytor Corrigan & Wellman PC, Richmond,
Virginia
Sandra Giannone Ezell, Bowman and Brooke LLP, Richmond, Virginia PP
Merton A. Howard, Hanson Bridgett LLP, San Francisco, California
Amy E. Neff, Evenflo Company Inc., Miamisburg, Ohio

Cost Effective Litigation: Controlling the “Costs of Defense”—     
A View from the National Trial Counsel’s Perspective
Walter C. Greenough, Schiff Hardin LLP, Chicago, Illinois 



13

Product Liability Conference

International Legal Issues 
Chair
Rod Freeman, Lovells LLP, London, England
Vice Chair
Andrew Morrison, Clayton Utz, Melbourne, Australia

Introduction: CSR as a Global Concept for Product Manufacturers
Rod Freeman, Lovells LLP, London, England

Putting Your Money Where Your Mouth Is (Or Losing Out Big) — 
CSR on the Old Continent
Cecile Derycke, Lovells LLP, Paris, France

CSR and the Decision to Recall: An Australian Perspective
Jocelyn Kellam, Clayton Utz, Sydney, Australia

Exporting Safety: How China Is Dealing with Global Product 
Safety Issues
Eugene Chen, Lovells LLP, Shanghai, China

Manufacturers’ Risk Prevention
Co-Chairs
Kevin M. Reynolds, Whitfield & Eddy PLC, Des Moines, IowaCC
John A. Rupp, Textron Inc., Providence, Rhode Island

Vice Chair
Charles A. Stewart III, Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP,PP
Montgomery, Alabama

The New Consumer Product Safety Act: The Short and Long Term 
Implications of Recalls, Databases, Whistleblowers and Other 
Nefarious Things
Moderators
Kevin M. Reynolds, Whitfield & Eddy PLC, Des Moines, IowaCC
John A. Rupp, Textron Inc., Providence, Rhode Island

Product Recalls
Jason L. Hertzberg, Ph.D., PE, Exponent, Wood Dale, Illinois

Databases
Neil A. Goldberg, Goldberg Segalla LLP, Buffalo, New York

Whistleblowers
Kurt Stitcher, Levenfeld Pearlstein LLC, Chicago, Illinois

Heads Up: Proposed Changes to FRCP (a)() and (b)()
Kevin M. Reynolds, Whitfield & Eddy PLC, Des Moines, IowaCC

Scaffolds, Cranes and Aerial Devices
Chair
Thomas C. Federico, Morrison Mahoney LLP, Boston, Massachusetts
Vice Chair
Mary Anne Mellow,ww Sandberg Phoenix & von Gontard PC, St. Louis,CC
Missouri

The Real Cause of Crane Accidents: An Analysis of the Underlying 
Cause of the Recent Increase in Crane Accidents and a Discussion 
of the Duties and Responsibilities in Accordance with ASCE  and 
the New ASME B. 
Jim D. Wiethorn, PE, Haag Engineering, Sugar Land, Texas

Crane Collapse Crisis: Dealing with a Crane Collapse Case from 
Accident Investigation to the Implementation of New State and 
Local Regulations to Trial Techniques
Carl J. Schaerf, Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP, New York, New YorkPP
Francis J. Deasey, Deasey Mahoney & Valentini Ltd., Philadelphia,dd
Pennsylvania 
Mary Anne Mellow, Sandberg Phoenix & von Gontard PC, St. Louis, CC
Missouri
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FRIDAY APRIL 17, 2009 
8:15-10:15 A.M. 

Agricultural/Construction/Mining/Industrial Equipment 

C. Michael Hart, Taylor Porter Brooks & Phillips LLP, Baton Rouge, PP
Louisiana
Vice Chair
Nicholas C. Pappas, Frost Brown Todd LLC, Indianapolis, Indiana  CC

Don’t Tell Me – Show Me: Effective Ideas for Employing 
Demonstrative Evidence in ACMIE Cases
Daniel J. La Fave, Quarles & Brady LLP, Milwaukee, WisconsinPP
Robert J. McGuirl, Law Offices of Robert J. McGuirl LLC, Park Ridge,CC
New Jersey

New Technologies and Their Impact on Agricultural and Industrial 
Equipment Accidents
Douglas E. Young, Ph.D., Exponent, Los Angeles, California

2008 ACMIE Case Law Update
Jared A. Harts, Frost Brown Todd LLC, Indianapolis, IndianaC

Aviation and Aerospace 
Chair 
Gregory W. Carboy, Cowles & Thompson PC, Dallas, TexasCC
Vice Chair
Manuel Saldaña, Gordon & Rees LLP, Newport Beach, California

Discussion of the Issues Facing the Industry 
Matthew D. Flesher, Cessna Aircraft Company, Wichita, Kansas 
Stephen R. Ginger, Teledyne Continental Motors Inc., Thousand Oaks,
California

Fire and Casualty 
Chair
John V. McCoy,yy McCoy & Hofbauer SC, Waukesha, Wisconsin
Vice Chair
Laurence H. Leavitt, Friedman Gaythwaite Wolf & Leavitt LLP, PP
Portland, Maine

Explosion in the Cornfield: Study of an Ethanol Plant Explosion— 
Law and Science
John V. McCoy, McCoy & Hofbauer SC, Waukesha, Wisconsin CC
Mark Mulcahy, SEASS Inc., Columbus, Ohio

Product Licensing 
Chair
Joseph L. Mooney, Goldberg Segalla LLP, Buffalo, New York
Vice Chair
Burkeley N. Riggs, Moye White LLP, Denver, Colorado

Product Liability Problems Facing Franchisors
Carri Bryan, Quizno’s, Denver, Colorado
Burkeley N. Riggs, Moye White LLP, Denver, Colorado

A Brave New World: The Dawn of Hyper-Complex Litigation
Laura Clark Fey, Shook Hardy & Bacon LLP, Kansas City, MissouriPP

Recreational Products 
Chair
Cortney G. Sylvester, Halleland Lewis Nilan & Johnson PA,
Minneapolis, Minnesota

The Perfect Storm:  CPSIA Promises a Rough Ride
John W. Moss, Winston & Strawn LLP, Chicago, IllinoisPP



15

Product Liability Conference

Current Issues Affecting Recreational Products Counsel
Brian N. Johnson, Halleland Lewis Nilan & Johnson PA,  Minneapolis,
Minnesota
Rick Tipton, Easton-Bell Sports Inc., San Diego, California 

Annual Case Law Update
Robert F. Walker, Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz PC,CC
Jackson, Mississippi

Trial Techniques and Technology 
Chair
Peter J. Rotolo III, Chaffe McCall LLP, New Orleans, LouisianaPP
Vice Chair
R. Thomas Warburton, Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP,  Birmingham,PP
Alabama

Documents: Using Proper Technology and Techniques for 
Effective Review, Production and Presentation
Jennifer M. Delmonico, Murtha Cullina LLP, New Haven, Connecticut
Jennifer L. Hamilton, Deere & Company, Moline, Illinois
John C. Wyman, Murtha Cullina LLP, Boston, Massachusetts

Effective Presentation of Simulations and Other Complex Trial 
Evidence
Theodore R. Vaughan, PE, Vector Scientific Inc., Los Angeles, California
R. Thomas Warburton, Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP,  Birmingham, PP
Alabama
Jeffrey B. Wheeler, Vector Scientific Inc., Los Angeles, California

GENERAL INFORMATION

CLE Accreditation
This seminar has been approved for MCLE credit by the State Bar of California 

in the amount of 18.25 hours, including 2 hours of ethics credit.  Accreditation

has been requested from every state with mandatory continuing legal education

(CLE) requirements. Certificates of attendance will be provided to each attendee.

Attendees are responsible for obtaining CLE credits from their respective states.

Credit availability and requirements vary from state to state; please check our

website at www.dri.org for credit information for your state.g

Registration
The registration fee is $895 for members and those who join DRI when register-

ing and $1,025 for non-members. The registration fee includes CD-ROM course

materials, continental breakfasts, refreshment breaks and networking receptions. 

If you wish to have your name appear on the registration list distributed at the

conference and receive the CD-ROM course materials in advance, DRI must

receive your registration by March 25, 2009 (please allow 10 days for processing).

Registrations received after March 25, 2009, will be processed on-site.

Special Discounts
The first and second registrations from the same firm or company are subject to

the fees outlined above. The registration fee for additional registrants from the

same firm or company is $845, regardless of membership status.  All registrations

must be received at the same time to receive the discount.

Refund Policy
The registration fee is fully refundable for cancellations received on or before

March 25, 2009.  Cancellations received after March 25 and on or before

April 1, 2009, will receive a refund, less a $50 processing fee. Cancellations made

after April 1 will not receive a refund, but the course materials on CD-ROM and

a $100 certificate good for any DRI seminar within the next 12 months will be
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issued. All cancellations and requests for refunds must be made in writing. Fax 

to DRI’s Accounting Department at 312.795.0747.  All refunds will be mailed

within four weeks after the date of the conference. Substitutions may be made 

at any time without charge and must be submitted in writing.

Course Materials
In order to better serve and satisfy the numerous requests from our membership,

DRI will mail the course materials to all registrants in CD-ROM format 12 days

in advance of the seminar. You can order additional copies by checking the

appropriate box on the registration form on the back of this brochure or ordering 

online at www.dri.org.

Sponsored by Butler Pappas Weihmuller Katz Craig LLP

Supplemental Materials
Recommended supplemental material for this seminar is Product Liability Cases 
and the Duty to Warn from DRI’s Defense Library Series. Order your copy 

by checking the appropriate box on the registration form on the back of this

brochure. You can also view the entire list of DRI publications offerings and

make purchases online at www.dri.org.

Hotel Accommodations
A limited number of discounted hotel rooms have been made available at the

Hilton San Diego Bayfront, One Park Boulevard, San Diego, California 

92101. For reservations, contact the hotel directly at 619.564.3333. Please 

mention DRI’s Product Liability Conference to take advantage of the group 

rate of $259 Single/Double. The hotel block is limited and rooms and rates 

are available on a first-come, first-served basis. You must make reservations by 

March 17, 2009, to be eligible for the group rate. Requests for reservations made

after March 17 are subject to room and rate availability.

Travel Discounts
DRI offers discounted meeting fares on various major air carriers for DRI’s

Product Liability Conference attendees.  To receive these discounts, please

contact Hobson Travel Ltd., DRI’s official travel provider at 800.538.7464.

As always, to obtain the lowest available fares, early booking is recommended.

Flyer
SpSS onsored byb Rayaa mond Bennett LLC&

Hotel Key Card
Sponsored by Robson Forensic 

The taping or recording of DRI seminars is prohibited without the written

permission of DRI.

Speakers and times may be subject to last-minute changes.

DRI policy provides there will be no group functions sponsored by others in

connection with its seminars.



17

Product Liability Conference

FACULTY

Cynthia P. Arends is a shareholder with Halleland Lewis Nilan & Johnson PA in
Minneapolis.  Ms. Arends’ practice focuses on product liability and commercial
litigation.  She serves as editor of DRI’s Product Liability Committee newsletter,
Strictly Speaking, membership chair ofgg DRI’s Commercial Litigation Committee,
and vice chair of DRI’s Young Lawyers Committee.  Ms. Arends is a frequent
author and presenter on product liability and litigation strategy and was five times
named a Super Lawyers “Minnesota Rising Star.”s

The Honorable Peter W. Bowie is currently the Chief Judge of the United
States Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of California. In 1995, he
was appointed by the late Chief Justice Rehnquist to the Codes of Conduct Com-
mittee of the Judicial Conference of the United States. He was later appointed by 
the Judicial Conference as a liaison to the ABA’s Joint Commission to Evaluate the
Model Code of Judicial Conduct, where he continues to serve.

David T. Buente, Jr. is a partner in the Washington, D.C. office and is head of
Sidley Austin LLP’s environmental practice group. Mr. Buente concentrates his
practice in defending environmental regulatory enforcement cases brought by the
DOJ/EPA, state attorneys general and NGOs, and toxic tort litigation. Prior to
joining Sidley in 1990, he was with the DOJ, where he was the chief of its envi-
ronmental enforcement section. Mr. Buente is active in DRI’s Toxic Torts and
Environmental Law Committee and its Climate Change Litigation Task Force.

Erwin Chemerinsky is Dean and Distinguished Professor of Law at the Uniy -
versity of California Irvine, School of Law.  Prior to holding his current position,
for four years he was the Alston & Bird Professor of Law and professor of political
science at Duke University in Durham, North Carolina. Professor Chemerinsky 
is renowned as a scholar of constitutional law and the federal courts, an appellate
advocate and an author of six books and more than 100 law review articles. He
frequently argues appellate cases, including cases before the U.S. Supreme Court.

The Honorable Ming W. Chin became an Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court of California in March 1996, having previously served as the Presiding 
Justice and Associate Justice of the First District Court of Appeal in San Francisco,
and as a superior court judge in Alameda County. Recently, Justice Chin was
the author of the California Supreme Court’s opinion in Johnson v. American
Standard, Inc., in which the court adopted the “sophisticated user” defense in
product liability cases.

Amanda M. Cialkowski is a shareholder with Halleland Lewis Nilan & Johnson
PA in Minneapolis. She focuses her practice on product liability and toxic tort
cases. In 2007, Ms. Cialkowski was named one of the top product liability 
lawyers in the nation by Legal Media Group. She has also been repeatedly named
a Super Lawyers “Rising Star.” She is actively involved in DRI, and is the programs
chair for DRI’s 2009 Product Liability Conference.

Tom Cove is the president and CEO of the Sporting Goods Manufacturers
Association (SGMA) in Washington, D.C. Mr. Cove represents the interests of 
the nation’s sporting goods manufacturers by directing SGMA’s overall strategy 
and positioning among legislative, industry and media influences. SGMA’s
membership consists of more than 700 leading manufacturers and distributors
of athletic equipment, footwear and apparel. Mr. Cove assumed leadership of the
sporting goods industry’s largest trade association in 2005, after 13 years build-
ing the organization’s advocacy and public policy presence in Washington, D.C.

Allison A. Davis is a partner in Davis Wright Tremaine LLP’s San Francisco
office. Ms. Davis has both a litigation and counseling practice, representing large
U.S. and international corporate clients in complex litigation, including as a national
coordinator in class actions and other multiple case litigation. She has tried many 
jury trials, as well as defended mergers in antitrust proceedings in front of the Federal
Trade Commission and the Antitrust Division of the Department of Justice.

Beth S. Dorris is a partner in the natural resources department of the Los Angeles
office of Best Best & Krieger LLP. Ms. Dorris represents public and private clients
in a wide range of environmental and land use issues, including those arising under
RCRA, CERCLA, the Clean Water Act, CEQA, NEPA and other federal and
state environmental laws. She also has defended companies in a variety of environ-
mental citizen suits brought under the Clean Water Act, Proposition 65 and other
environmental laws.

Daniel E. Eaton is a partner with Seltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek in
San Diego. He concentrates on defending and advising employers on a full range
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of employment issues. Mr. Eaton is the former chair and a current member of 
the San Diego County Bar Legal Ethics Committee, for which he has written
numerous articles and presented numerous seminars. He has served as on-air
legal analyst for San Diego 6-TV News and regularly appears as the legal analyst
on the KPBS radio program “These Days.”

Barry W. Ford is a partner with the law firm of Baker Donelson Bearman
Caldwell & Berkowitz PC in its Jackson, Mississippi office. He concentrates
his practice on product liability and commercial litigation. Prior to joining Baker
Donelson, he was a state court trial judge.

John P. “Jack” Freedenberg, a founding partner of Goldberg Segalla LLP in
Buffalo, New York, concentrates his practice in the areas of product liability,
catastrophic personal injury and intellectual property litigation. Mr. Freedenberg 
serves as national coordinating counsel for two major manufacturers and has
handled the defense of numerous product liability actions in the U.S. These
have included catastrophic personal injury cases and major fire damage cases,
and have involved appliances, household products, controls, power generating 
equipment, electrical systems and aircraft engines. He is chair of DRI’s Product
Liability Committee.

Rod Freeman is a partner in the London office of the European-based interna-
tional law firm, Lovells LLP. He is internationally recognized as one of Europe’s
most experienced product liability practitioners. He defends major international
product manufacturers in product liability cases in Europe, and advises them on
complex aspects of European product regulation and product recalls. Mr. Freeman
has been appointed chair of the Leadership Council of DRI Europe.

Terrance W. Gainer is senior counsel with McDonald’s Corporation in itsr
tort litigation practice group in Oak Brook, Illinois, which has the responsibility 
for overseeing all product and premises liability litigation initiated against
McDonald’s throughout the United States. Mr. Gainer also provides legal counsel
to senior management in various departments within the company, including 
worldwide safety and security. As part of his role as counselor, Mr. Gainer is
involved in and provides advice on many aspects of the business, from food
safety to PlayPlace safety.

Fulton “Tony” Gale, FAIA, is the corporate architect for Starbucks Coffee
Company in Seattle. For over 30 years, Mr. Gale has been a prime motivator in
the development of environmentally sensitive design on both a building and city 
scale. As chair of Starbucks 94 employee High Performance Building Team since
May 2005, he has led the development of the company’s sustainable building 
initiative. Recently, Mr. Gale joined Ben Packard, Vice President of Global
Responsibility, in making the video, “The Case for Green Buildings: Real People
and Real Benefits.”

Neil A. Goldberg is a founding partner in the Buffalo, New York law firm of 
Goldberg Segalla LLP. His practice focuses on the defense of complex litigation
and catastrophic injury cases. Mr. Goldberg is a past president of DRI and
Lawyers for Civil Justice, a former chair of DRI’s Product Liability Committee
and former member of DRI’s Law Institute. He is the editor and contributing 
author of seven books on the defense of complex personal injury cases.

James T. Holden is vice president and general manager, specialty vehicles division
and assistant general counsel with Coachmen Industries Inc. in Middlebury, Indiana.
He concentrates his practice in commercial litigation, general corporate law and
business development activities.  Prior to joining Coachmen, Mr. Holden served
as general counsel and director of legal services for Rhino Linings Corporation in
San Diego. He is a member of the State Bars of California and Pennsylvania, as
well as DRI, the IADC and the Association of Corporate Counsel.

James A. Kohm serves as the associate director for the Enforcement Division
of the FTC’s Bureau of Consumer Protection in Washington, D.C. He oversees
enforcement of all consumer protection orders, the commission’s Hispanic Initia-
tive, and a myriad of FTC rules and guides. Previously, Mr. Kohm served as the
bureau’s chief of staff with responsibility for the commission’s seven regional
offices. He also oversaw the commission’s implementation and enforcement of 
the CAN-SPAM Act and numerous additional projects and federal court actions
to combat unfair and deceptive practices.

John F. Kuppens is a litigation partner in Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough
LLP’s Columbia, South Carolina office. Mr. Kuppens is a trial lawyer with expe-
rience in the areas of product liability, drug and medical device, and toxic tort
litigation. He is an active member of DRI (Product Liability Committee, 2008
Program Chair; Membership Committee, Chair of Large Law Firm Initiative),
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IADC (member, 2007 Trial Academy Faculty), and the South Carolina Defense
Trial Attorneys’ Association. 

Lauren Lacey is counsel at The Hershey Company in Hershey, Pennsylvania.y
She concentrates on marketing and advertising law and FDA regulatory compli-
ance issues. Ms. Lacey also handles product liability cases and serves as the
company’s e-discovery counsel. Prior to joining Hershey, she was an associate at
a law firm in Baltimore, where she practiced drug/medical device and medical
malpractice defense work while being actively involved with DRI’s Young 
Lawyers Committee.

Jack Laffey is a shareholder in the Milwaukee office of Whyte Hirschboeck y
Dudek SC. Mr. Laffey’s practice is concentrated in the area of product liability,
transportation litigation, toxic tort, catastrophic injury defense and a variety 
of insurance and commercial litigation matters. He represents companies and
insurers involved in these areas. Mr. Laffey is DRI’s Law Institute liaison for this
seminar and a former chair of its Trucking Law Committee.

R. Craig Mayfield is a shareholder with the firm of Hill Ward Henderson in
Tampa, Florida. His practice includes trial and appellate representation of numer-
ous industrial, pharmaceutical, commercial and consumer industries in a variety 
of product liability matters. Mr. Mayfield is a member of DRI’s Young Lawyers
Committee, where he serves as seminar planning subcommittee chair and cur-
rently serves as chair for DRI’s 2009 Young Lawyers Seminar in Las Vegas.

Wendy Patrick Mazzarella is a San Diego County deputy district attorney,a
named by her peers as one of the top 10 criminal attorneys in San Diego by the
San Diego Daily Transcript in both 2008 and 2007. Ms. Mazzarella is chair of t
the San Diego County Bar Association’s Legal Ethics Committee and a member of 
the California State Bar Committee on Professional Responsibility and Conduct.
She teaches ethics around the country on a regular basis for various legal and
business organizations.

Terry L. Medley is the global director of corporate regulatory affairs fory
DuPont in Wilmington, Delaware. He leads DuPont’s nanotechnologies safety 
health and environment advisory team, and he served as the DuPont project lead
for development of the June 21, 2007, Environmental Defense Fund-DuPont
Nano Risk Framework. Mr. Medley is the chair of the American Chemistry 
Council’s Nanotechnology Panel and chair of the Business Industry Advisory 
Committee (BIAC) delegation to the Organization for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD)’s Expert Group on Nanotechnology.

Mick Monahan is the director of U.S. regulatory affairs and assistant general coun-
sel at Mattel Inc. in El Segundo, California. Mr. Monahan concentrates his practice
in regulatory matters, including Consumer Product Safety Commission and Federal
Trade Commission regulations. He is a member of the State Bar of California.

Fionna S. Mowat, Ph.D., is a principal scientist at Exponent in Menlo Park,
California, whose areas of interest are exposure assessment from chemicals, mineral
fibers and nanoparticles. Dr. Mowat has assessed exposure of nanomaterials in the
occupational setting, consumer products, and the environment, with particular
focus on metal oxides and carbon nanotubes. She has performed reviews of prod-
ucts containing metal oxides (e.g., personal care items), and has presented a risk 
assessment framework for assessing nanomaterial exposures in consumer products.

John P. Noyes practices with Adorno & Yoss in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, con-
centrating his practice in product and premises liability, professional malpractice,
commercial litigation, admiralty and maritime law. Previously, Mr. Noyes was
national coordinating counsel (in-house) for Office Depot Inc. in Delray Beach,
Florida, where he oversaw all of the company’s insurable litigation throughout
the United States.

The Honorable Leo Papas, formerly Presiding Magistrate Judge, has been a 
federal judge in the United States District Court for the Southern District of 
California since June 1991. Magistrate Judge Papas was chosen Outstanding 
Judge of the Year in 2003 by the San Diego County Bar Association and in 2007,
by the Consumer Attorneys of San Diego. He is a judicial advisor to the San
Diego County Bar Ethics Committee and an active member of the San Diego
County Bar Association Children at Risk Committee.

Lindene Patton is chief climate product officer for Zurich Financial Services
in New York City. She is responsible for product development and proposition
management related to climate change. Ms. Patton is an advisory board member
for the University of California at Santa Barbara’s Bren School of Environmental
Science and Management. She also serves on numerous government and non-
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governmental advisory boards, including the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency Environmental Financial Advisory Board. Ms. Patton is an attorney 
licensed in California and the District of Columbia and an industrial hygienist.

Ellen R. Peck is a sole practitioner from Escondido, California. Her practice isk
limited to legal and expert services concerning the professional responsibilities
of lawyers and regulation of the practice of law. Ms. Peck is a co-author of The
Rutter Group’s California Practice Guide - Professional Responsibility. She is a past
chair and member of the State Bar’s Committee on Professional Responsibility 
and Conduct and the Los Angeles County Bar Association Committee on
Professional Ethics.

Thomas C. Regan is a partner in the Newark office of LeClairRyan. Mr. Regan
concentrates his practice in product liability defense, general aviation defense and
bodily injury litigation. He is also involved in insurance coverage advice and liti-
gation, as well as LeClairRyan’s relatively new green development practice group.
Mr. Regan is a trustee for CASA of Morris and Sussex Counties in his home state
of New Jersey. He was selected as a Super Lawyers “Rising Star” from 2006–2008.s

Jonathan T. Rodriguez is a partner in the construction practices group of 
Sedgwick Detert Moran and Arnold LLP in its San Francisco office. Mr. Rodri-
guez focuses his practice on construction law. He is a LEED AP (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design Accredited Professional) and a member of 
the Associated General Contractors of America Contract Documents and Green
Addendum Committees and the ABA’s Forum on the Construction Industry.
Mr. Rodriguez is a frequent lecturer on green construction and construction claims.

Shayon Smith is corporate counsel for Steelcase Inc., headquartered in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. She concentrates her practice in the management of disputes
and potential disputes, legal claims and litigated matters involving the company,
its subsidiaries and affiliates, including matters involving product liability. Before
joining Steelcase, Ms. Smith was an associate at a law firm in Baltimore, where
she practiced in drug/medical device and toxic tort defense work.

W. Davis Smith is vice president and associate general counsel for Sempra Energy 
in San Diego, and general counsel for the Sempra Utilities. Sempra Energy is a 
San Diego-based Fortune 500 energy services holding company whose subsidiaries
provide electricity, natural gas and value-added products and services. In his current
 job, Mr. Smith is responsible for the legal affairs and delivery of legal services for
the Sempra Utilities. Before holding his current position, Mr. Smith was a litigation
attorney for Pacific Enterprises, the parent company of Southern California Gas Co.

Tiffanee Wade-Henderson is senior counsel–litigation for International Paper
(IP) in Memphis, Tennessee. She joined the company in March 2008, where she
provides legal advice and litigation supervision for the papers division. Prior to
joining IP, Ms. Wade-Henderson was a shareholder with an international law 
firm, where she focused on civil defense litigation with an emphasis in commercial
and transportation litigation, product liability and insurance. She has substantial
experience representing manufacturers, insurance companies and corporations
in personal injury, wrongful death, business tort and complex litigation.

Saul Wilensky is a partner in the New York City office of Schnader Harrisony
Segal & Lewis LLP. He specializes in the defense of product liability lawsuits
relating to design, manufacture and repair of products and services. Mr. Wilensky 
has tried some of New York’s leading product liability cases, including Robinson v.
Reed-Prentice, Liriano v. Hobart and Godoy v. Abamaster. He is an active member
of DRI’s Product Liability Committee.

Gary A. Wolensky is a partner with Snell & Wilmer LLP in its Costa Mesa,y
California office. He focuses his practice in product liability defense litigation
of automobile, consumer goods, sporting equipment, medical devices, industrial
equipment manufacturers and other product industries, as well as for amusement
park companies. Mr. Wolensky has tried catastrophic product liability cases for
many companies and has worked with manufacturers regarding possible and
actual recalls, in development of product warnings, instructions and instruction
manuals, and has helped manufacturers develop risk management programs.

T. Sky Woodward is a member of Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice PLLC in
its Baltimore office. She defends businesses in complex civil litigation, including 
product liability, toxic tort, mass tort, environmental, real estate and land use
matters. Ms. Woodward is active in DRI’s Product Liability and Toxic Torts and
Environmental Law Committees, including service as vice chair of the Food Law 
SLG, and chair of the Indoor Air Quality/Mold SLG, respectively. She is a past
president of the Maryland Defense Counsel Inc.
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DRI WISHES TO THANK OUR SPONSORS 
FOR THEIR SUPPORT AT THIS YEAR’S SEMINAR!
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2009 DRI SEMINAR SCHEDULE

January 28–30 Civil Rights and Governmental Tort Liability
The Ritz-Carlton New Orleans, New Orleans, LA

March 5–6 Sharing Success—A Seminar for Women Lawyers
Loews Santa Monica Beach Hotel, Santa Monica, CAll

March 11–13 Medical Liability and Health Care Law
Walt Disney World Dolphin, Lake Buena Vista, FL

March 18–20 Damages
Bellagio, Las Vegas, NV

March 19–20 Toxic Torts and Environmental Law
Arizona Biltmore, Phoenix, AZ

April 1–3 Insurance Coverage and Claims Institute
The Westin Michigan Avenue Chicago, Chicago, IL

April 15–17 Product Liability Conference
Hilton San Diego Bayfront, San Diego, CA

April 22–24 Commercial Litigation
Wyndham Chicago, Chicago, IL

April 22–24 Life, Health, Disability and ERISA Claims
Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers, New York, NY

April 30–May 1 Employment Law
JW Marriott Orlando, Grande Lakes, Orlando, FL

May 7–8 Electronic Discovery
Hilton New York, New York, NY

May 13–14 Culture Clash! Data Protection, Freedom of 
Information and Discovery–How to Protect Your 
Business in Transnational Disputes
Hotel Vierjahreszeiten Kempinski, Munich, Germany

May 14–15 Drug and Medical Device Litigation
Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers, New York, NY

June 4–5 Young Lawyers
Caesars Palace, Las Vegas, NV

June 11–12 Diversity for Success
Swissôtel, Chicago, ILll

June 18–19 Bad Faith
Seaport Hotel, Boston, MAll

August 17–18 DRI’s National Workers’ Compensation Review
Orlando World Center Marriott, Orlando, FL

September 10–11 Construction Law
The Palace Hotel, San Francisco, CAll

September 10–11 Nursing Home/ALF Litigation
The Westin Kierland, Scottsdale, AZdd

September 24–25 Strictly Automotive
Hilton Torrey Pines, San Diego, CA

November 5–6 Appellate Advocacy
Hilton Torrey Pines, San Diego, CA

November 12–13 Asbestos Medicine
Fontainebleau Miami Beach, Miami, FL

December 3–4 Insurance Coverage and Practice
Sheraton New York Hotel & Towers, New York, NY



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
This application/registration form for first-time members only—all other registrants please use reverse side.

Member 
Category

Defense Attorney—$225 USD/year
Government Attorney—$160 USD/year
Young Lawyer*—$130 USD/year (admitted to the Bar for five years or less)
Law Student—$20 USD/year

Male Female

Name Title

Name as you would like it to appear on badge

Company/Firm/Law School

Address

City

State/Province Zip/Post Code

Country

Telephone Fax

Email

Is this the first time you are attending this DRI seminar? Yes No

First time admitted to the Bar in
state/province month/day/year bar number

In-house counsel (as defined below**)

I am a member of a state or local defense organization. Yes No

Name of organization

Primary area of practice Number of attorneys in your firm

African American Asian American Hispanic
Native American Caucasian Other 

Referred by (Name of referring DRI Member attorney, if applicable)

To the extent that I engage in personal injury litigation, I DO NOT, for the most part, represent 
plaintiffs. I have read the above and hereby make application for individual membership.

Signature Date

All applications must be signed and dated.

Registration/Application Fees
Seminar Registration: $ 5 [Member]

$ 00 [Government DRI Member]
$0 [Law Student DRI Member]

Membership (check one): $225 [Defense Attorney]
$160 [Government Attorney]
$130* [Young Lawyer]
$20 [Law Student]

Total:

Payment Method
My check for (USD) is enclosed.
Please charge my VISA MasterCard American Express.

Card # Exp. Date

Signature as it appears on card

Please remit payment by mail to: Please remit payment by courier to:
DRI, 72225 Eagle Way JP Morgan, Attn: DRI—#72225
Chicago, IL 60678-7252 131 S. Dearborn—6th Floor, Chicago, IL 60603

Phone: (312) 795-1101 Fax: (312) 795-0749 Email: membership@dri.org www.dri.org

DRI is committed to the principle of diversity in its membership and leadership. Accordingly, 
applicants are invited to indicate which one of the following may best describe them:

Date of Birth Month/Day/YearO
P

T
IO

N
A

L

* Those eligible for Young Law-
yer membership will receive 
a certificate for one free sem-
inar when they join.

** In-house counsel is defined
as a licensed attorney who 
is employed exclusively for a 
corporation or other private 
sector organization for the 
purpose of providing legal
representation and counsel 
only to that corporation, its 
affiliates and subsidiaries.

Join DRI now and register at the member rate—a $130 savings!

9
6
8

2009-0200B

3400-0200-21
Products
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