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How to Respond to a Search Warrant: Ten Practical Steps 
 
1. Try to remain calm. 
 
2. Contact a lawyer.  If you can’t reach an attorney immediately, contact a designated 

managerial employee who is the point person to interact with law enforcement for the 
search warrant. 

 
3. Ask the agents for identification, who is in charge of the search, and for contact 

information for agents on the scene.  Make notes. 
 
4. Ask for a copy of the search warrant and attachment and review them. 
 
5. Make notes describing the documents and items seized by law enforcement.  
 
6. Do not give consent to search extra areas without conferring with an attorney. If you 

are unable to reach an attorney, do not give consent. 
 
7. Be calm, courteous and professional with law enforcement; do not obstruct.  
 
8. Advise employees of their rights. Consider sending non-essential employees home. 
 
9. Get a copy of the search warrant inventory and provide it to counsel. 
 
10.  Don’t be surprised if you get a “clean up” subpoena. Provide that to counsel 

promptly. 
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About Ober|Kaler 
Ober|Kaler is a national law firm that provides integrated regulatory, transaction and 
litigation services to financial, health care, construction and other business organizations. 
The firm has more than 130 attorneys in offices in Baltimore, MD, Washington, DC and 
Falls Church, VA. For more information, visit www.ober.com.  
 
 
 
 
This publication contains only a general overview of the matters discussed herein and 
should not be construed as providing legal advice. 
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