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Good morning and welcome to BIS' Export Control Forum. Let me first thank Mike Hoffman, his staff, and the 
many other BIS and U.S. government colleagues who have contributed to this conference.

In President Obama, we have as forceful a top-level advocate for export control reform (ECR) as I have seen 
in my 30 years working in the export control field. At the President's request, Defense Secretary Gates, 
Secretary of State Clinton, and my boss, Secretary Locke, have directed the effort to create an export control 
system that is responsive to the national security, technology and commercial imperatives of the 21st Century. 
The Bureau of Industry and Security's (BIS) day-to-day administration of the Export Administration Regulations 
(EAR) needs to be considered against the backdrop of President Obama's export control reform initiative.


