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Bob Okun, Chief Executive Officer of The O Team, is a public policy advisor affiliated with 
Baker Donelson in Washington, D.C., who focuses on issues involving business, health care, 
and the media. 

Mr. Okun offers clients a seasoned perspective on federal policy and regulatory matters based on four 
decades of work in the private and public sectors. He provides the knowledge and insight needed to make 
well-informed decisions about public policy.

Mr. Okun is CEO of the O Team, a lobbying firm that represents media, health care, and business interests. He 
previously served as vice president and head of the Washington, D.C., office for NBCUniversal, where he 
focused on telecommunication regulatory, First Amendment, spectrum management, social media, and 
broadcasting/cable content matters and issues for 17 years.

Mr. Okun began his career in Washington, D.C., working for several congressional leadership offices, focusing 
on economic deregulation, budget, telecommunication, and health care issues. He served as staff director, in 
succession, of the House Republican Task Force on Regulatory Reform, House Republican Research 
Committee, House Republican Policy Committee, and House Republican Conference.

Mr. Okun also served as co-staff director of the 1988 Platform Committee of the Republican National 
Committee.

In 1991, during the administration of President George H.W. Bush, the U.S. Senate unanimously approved Mr. 
Okun as assistant secretary of Education for Legislative Affairs under Secretary Lamar Alexander, where he 
was responsible for public policy involving primary, secondary, post-secondary, and special needs education.

In 1993, Mr. Okun worked as a floor assistant to House Republican Leader Bob Michel and also served as 
Senate liaison to the Senate Republican leadership and was an officer of the U.S. House of Representatives 
focusing on a range of domestic policy issues.

As chair of a military family scholarship nonprofit for 17 years, Mr. Okun provided post-secondary school 
scholarships for children and spouses of active-duty military personnel. He currently serves as CEO and 
executive producer of an organization that provides benefit concerts to assist veterans and first responders.

He also has had various appearances on PBS News Hour and C-SPAN.

   Professional Honors & Activities
 Board Member – Entertainment Industries Council
 Board Member – National Association of Broadcasters Education Foundation
 Board Member – Washington Tennis and Education Foundation
 Board Member – So Others May Eat
 Board Member – No Greater Sacrifice
 Board Member – ThanksUSA
 Board Member – America Salutes You
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   Publications
 "The Benefits of Economic Deregulation," Policy Review, Heritage Foundation
 "Will you Answer the Call?," Wall Street Journal (August 2007)

   Education
 Duke University, B.A., Economics, 1981, summa cum laude
 New College, Oxford, England, Economic History, 1980

* Affiliate of Baker Donelson not admitted to the practice of law. 


